
Spanish Classes 
Enjoy a Special Day 
at St. Bona

On Thursday, October 16, the HCS 
Spanish 2 and 3 classes enjoyed a trifecta of 
cultural fun -- art, music, and food related 
to the Spanish-speaking world -- during a 
very special field trip to St. Bonaventure 
Univeristy.  The morning began with a pri-
vate tour of a temporary exhibition called 
“La Ofrenda,” an homage to El Día De 
Los Muertos, a traditional celebration in 
Mexico and other parts of Latin America at 

Story Continued on Page 10

the Regina A. Quick Center for the Arts on 
the SBU campus.  The students had studied 
this holiday and done individual projects and 
presentations last year, and contributed to the 
exhibit with cards honoring their deceased 
loved ones.

We moved on to create our own “Calav-
eras” or decorative skulls (see photos on this 
page).  These pieces of art are symmetrical 
and symbolic – for example, putting pre-
cious metal (gold, but in our case, glitter) 
on the incisor teeth of the skull might mean 
that the person enjoyed “meat and potatoes,” 
but on the bottom teeth could mean that they 
loved pasta.  Each color also symbolizes a 
part of the cycle of life – love, romance, 
family, timelessness.  

Hinsdale students had front row seats to 
a concert featuring “Los Habañeros.”  The 
quintet, from the country of Cuba, played 
classical, Brazilian, and Cuban music com-
prising several different genres including the 
cha-cha-cha, samba, and an improvised vio-
lin solo that brought the audience to its feet.

After the concert, the group enjoyed a 
delicious lunch at Señor Villa in Allegany, 
experiencing authentic Mexican cuisine, 
including burritos, chimichangas, pollo 
fundido, chori-pollo, enchiladas, guacamole 
Azteca, tacos, chilaquiles, and different sal-
sas.  They made room for dessert – most 
enjoyed fried cheesecake burritos or churros.
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From the Superintendent . . .

Calendar of events
Dec. 11 - Winter Sports Pictures
Dec. 15 - Progress Grades Close
Dec. 16 - Grades 7-12 Winter Band & Choral Concert
Dec. 17 - PTO Meeting, 6:30 p.m.
Dec. 17 - Board of Education Meeting, 7 p.m.
Dec. 22 - Jan. 2 - NO SCHOOL - Winter Recess 
Jan. 1-2 - NO SCHOOL – Winter Recess
Jan. 7 - Early Dismissal at 2 p.m. - Staff Development
Jan. 9 - Grades 6-8 Spelling Bee Competition
Jan. 14 - Board of Education Meeting, 7 p.m.

Jan. 16 - Early Dismissal at 11 a.m. - Staff Development Day
Jan. 19 - NO SCHOOL – Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Jan. 21 - PTO Meeting, 6:30 p.m.
Jan. 26-29 - Regents Exams
Jan. 28 - Board of Education Meeting, 7 p.m.
Jan. 30 - Early Dismissal at 11 a.m. - Staff Development Day
Feb. 4 - Early Dismissal 2 p.m. - Staff Development
Feb. 6 - Blood Drive, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Feb. 11 - Board of Education Meeting, 7 p.m.
Feb. 16-20 - NO SCHOOL - Winter Break
Feb. 25  - Board of Education Meeting, 7 p.m.
Feb. 27-28 - Elementary & HS Chorus / JH Band 
   All-County at HCS

By Larry Ljungberg, Superintendent of 
Schools

Writing/Strategic Plan Update
Hello everyone.  I just wanted to take a 

minute of your time to discuss the structure 
of our implementation of the Strategic Plan. 
We have created and implemented the PLC 
(professional learning communities) teams 
and they are meeting during each faculty 
meeting with an additional meeting per 
month as per schedule B.  Due to limited 
time, and in order to minimize the loss of 
instructional time, we (the strategic plan 
implementation team) decided to focus on 
writing as the main initiative during these 
meetings for the current academic year. 
To address all the other components of the 
Strategic Plan, the task force teams will meet 
during a half day on ???.  Substitutes will 
be provided for the members of the Task 
Force.  During the month of November, the 
Community Engagement Task Force met 
successfully . . .and with this model intact, 
we should be able to address and implement 
best practices over the next six years in order 
to create a school culture of high expecta-
tions and achievement in all areas. 

You may be asking, why was writing 
chosen as the main focus for our PLC teams 
for the remainder of this year?  Let me take 
a moment to explain.  In short, writing is 
a high impact best practice. Writing is at 
the application/synthesis level of Blooms 
Taxonomy and introduces rigor into the 
classroom, at all levels. In addition, writing 
is a skill that is acquired over time by the stu-
dents and it forces the students to assimilate 

the content information learning and process 
it in order to communicate effectively with 
others. Please refer to the research of Robert 
J. Marzano for literature on the effectiveness 
of writing in the classroom in relation to 
overall student achievement. Writing in the 
elementary and middle school helps develop 
a strong foundation, but in my opinion, 
writing is most important at the high school 
level, since the students must be able to 
convey information for standardized testing, 
writing of college/work applications, grants 
for money, etc.  As I communicate with col-
leges, at the top of their list of deficiencies 
amomg high school students entering col-
lege is the lack of the writing skills.  To put it 
simply, students need to write correctly and 
often, so we need to make writing a focus 
of our culture at Hinsdale CSD. 

So we are embracing and engaging in 
this process. Our expectation is 100% com-
pliance with this initiative. We are focusing 
on quality, not quantity... and on our students 
success...

The PLC facilitators will present infor-
mation from training for the “Teaching is 
the Core Grant,” which focuses on aspects 
of what constitutes quality writing (such as 
alignment, validity, and authenticity) and 
how to assess an anchor paper together.  We 
will then break into our PLC groups to con-
tinue this process through the evaluation of 
student writing samples. Based on input, we 
want to develop consistent measures of suc-
cess for the students in the writing process, 
K-12.  As a school, we are staying together 
as a faculty in regards to the implementation 
of the writing process, in order to ensure this 
consistency. 

Finally, please go to our website, www.
hinsdalebobcats.org, and click on the link 
to the left called HCS Strategic Plan.  We 
are posting evidence of our completion and 
success along the way, under the five areas 
of the plan. 

Have a great Holiday!

HCS Part of Grant to 
Improve Assessments

Cattaraugus Allegany BOCES has been 
awarded $374,324 through a “Teaching is 
the Core” grant from the New York State 
Education Department, funded through 
New York’s federal Race to the Top resources. 
Hinsdale is among 13 districts to be served 
through the grant.

The primary purpose of this grant is to 
improve the quality of all educational as-
sessments, while also reducing the number 
of assessments that do not contribute to 
teaching and learning. In addition, this grant 
can help districts identify and/or develop 
high-quality assessments already in use for 
instructional or other curricular purposes.

Led by the Learner-Centered Initia-
tive’s group, the HCS team is learning how 
to better review our school’s assessments. 
This will in turn provide information on 
what assessments are needed, which should 
be eliminated and which assessments should 
be revised.  The Hinsdale team is comprised 
of early elementary teachers Sheila Callen 
and Jennifer Bergstrom; middle level teach-
ers Val Kane and Kate Jedrosko; and high 

Continued on Page 8
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Dream It! 
Do It! 500

Eight of our students took part in the 
annual Dream It! Do It! 500 on Saturday, 
November 22 at St. Bonaventure Univer-
sity. The experience was co-sponsored by 
Dream It! Do It! WNY and the Students 
in Free Enterprise (SIFE) team from SBU. 
HCS students made up two teams of four.  
The participants included: freshmen graders 
Mika Best, Kristin Chapman, Carly Keenan, 
and Courtney Veno; sophomores Darieon 
Carpenter and Nicholas Illustre; and juniors 
Daniel Nelligan and Jordan Travis.  The two 
teams gathered in the Richter Center at 8:30 
a.m. to compete against teams from many 
other area schools.

After an introduction and some ground 
rules, the teams were given a budget of $100 
and about two hours to brainstorm a design, 
“buy” materials from the Bona student-led 
SIFE team, and construct a rubber band pow-
ered car.  At the end of the building period, 
all of the teams took turns at seeing how far 
their car could propel itself.

This was not a timed race, but rather 
a race about power. Each team completed 
three trials and each trial was scored based 
upon how far their car traveled using only 
it’s rubber band for power. To add another 
wrinkle to the equation, the teams could opt 
to add weights to their car and thereby earn 
more points based on both the weight and 
distance. Teams were also allowed to use a 
different amount of weight for each of the 
three heats.

Following the race portion of the com-
petition, each team then spent 30 minutes 
developing a marketing strategy for their 
car. The teams then presented their strategy 
to a panel of SBU students and faculty. This 
marketing strategy score was then factored 
into their race score to give the teams a final 
aggregate ranking.  The top three finishers 
received various prizes and a few other 
awards were given out for style.

Although our students did not place in 
the top three, they outpaced many of the 
other schools. More importantly, they all 
received the experience of working together 
as a team to take a product from concept to 
working model. They all left with the feeling 
of wanting to come back to try again.
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Bobcat News From 
the 5/6 Wing

There has been a lot of exciting happen-
ings in the 5/6 wing since school began!!  It 
is an exciting place to be!

In September , the fifth graders began 
a program called “Too Good” , presented  
by Ms. Marci Beaver from CAReS.  “Too 
Good” is a program that works to promote 
healthy decision making and positive out-
comes.  The eight lessons promoted char-
acter development by strengthening eight 
key character traits: caring, cooperation, 
courage, fairness, honesty, respect, respon-
sibility, and self-discipline.  Students worked 
on goal setting, decision making, conflict 
resolution, and effective communication.  
They enjoyed this program very much and 
seemed to listen carefully to the messages 
presented.

September and October were busy 
months for the sixth graders.  They learned 
about the concepts of flight and how to build 
a model rocket (see top photo).  Before 
launching, they were taught how to measure 
tall objects outdoors using a clinometer fol-
lowed by a math lesson on using a tangent 
table to calculate the heights of these tall 
things.  Using that information, they were 
able to calculate the height of their own 
rockets after launching.  In addition, they 
worked on computers to create a graph of 
the class launches.  With Mrs. Kane’s help, 
Mr. Bauer was able to launch his first rocket, 
an experience he will never forget.  Fun was 
had by all!!!

At the end of October, the fifth and 
sixth graders went on a day long field trip 
to the Challenger Center.  The sixth graders 
started their day with the Great Rocket Chal-
lenge where they designed and built rockets 
and launched them in the parking lot.  At 
the same time, the fifth graders started out 
with the mission.  Commander Welch and 
his crew organized these students into two 
groups.  One group started in Mission Con-
trol while the other group was in the “space-
craft”.  The mission was explained.  One of 
the objectives of the Challenger mission in 
1986 was to send a probe to Comet Halley 
in an effort to gather information about the 
gases in the coma and the tail.  To simulate 
this mission, students were given jobs that 
included communication, data, navigation, 
medical, remote, life support, isolation, and 

the probe.  Half way through the mission, 
the crews changed.  This enabled all students 
to experience what it is like to be in Mis-
sion Control and the shuttle itself.  In the 
afternoon, the 5th and 6th graders switched 
places, allowing everyone to design rockets 
and participate in the mission in “space”.

 In November, both 5th and 6th graders 
got to participate in the Star Lab.  To prepare 
for their trip into the inflatable planetarium 
(shown in bottom photo), the classes made 
star cards, drew maps of the northern skies 
in winter, and learned Native American and 

Greek myths that pertained to some of the 
major constellations they would see in the 
dome.  Their next challenge is to take what 
they learned in the classroom and the Star 
Lab and see what constellations they can 
find in the night sky.  The 6th graders were 
given the opportunity to visit the digital Star 
Lab a week later.  They learned much from 
the program presented by Ms. Barb Busack 
from BOCES.  This program dealt with the 
sun as it moves across the sky during the 
four seasons.  We look forward to future 
programs by Ms. Busack.
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Bobcat Rocketeers
Our fifth and sixth grade Bobcats flexed 

their colossal mental muscles with the 
Rocket Challenge at the Challenger Center 
in October.  Students were divided into 
teams in which they had to work together 
to solve a problem.  Their mission was to 
build a rocket that would actually fly using 
everyday materials such as: copy paper, tape, 
and play dough.  To further enhance this 
already arduous challenge, students were 
on a budget to purchase necessary materials.  

Upon completion of brainstorming 
ideas and building their rockets, it was 
launch time.  Students launched their rockets 
into the air using an air compressor as their 
“rocket fuel.”  Most launches were very 
successful, although we did have a few 
that crashed and burned.  Most importantly 
though, students learned and had an amazing 
time while working collaboratively towards 
a common goal. 

The Destroyers were the rocket design 
winners for the sixth grade.

Fifth Grade Rocket Design Champions.
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First Marking Period Honor Roll for Grades 7-12

HIGH HONOR ROLL (94.1 AND ABOVE)

Grade 12: Ryanne Cousins, Danielle Johnson, Rebecca Long

Grade 11: Bayly Gobien

Grade 10: Michael Chapman

Grade 9: Kristin Chapman, Courtney Veno

Grade 7: Mackenzi Adams, Aarika Mattys, Sarah Scott

HONOR ROLL (89.1 – 94.0)

Grade 12: Savannah Evans, Thomas Jackson, Kaitlyn Karnuth, Amber Parker, Bayli 
Pascucci, EnHui Przybyla, Dalton Slocum, Zachary Tingley, Jacob 
Wesolowski, Zachary Wilber, Dereke Winsor

Grade 11: Robert Cousins, Daniel Macomber, Dalton Miller, Christopher Ogden, 
Keyara Ramadhan, Dominique Whittaker

Grade 10: Olivia Cashimere, Lillian Easterly, Katie Harris, Alecsy Howell, Nicolas 
Ilustre

Grade 9: Mika Best, Austen Darcy, Jordan Hurlburt, Carly Keenan, Kyleigh Nolder

Grade 8: Savana Carapellatti, Gabriel Kellogg, Jordan Sands, Spencer Sklar, Erica 
Taylor, Kiley Tuttle 

Grade 7: Kayla Brooks, Ashley Chapman, Jackson Howell, Ryan Kellogg, 
Elizabeth Przybyla, Kameron Ramadhan, Kaden Rowland, Kailey 
Rowland, Paige Tomljenovich

MERIT ROLL (84.1 – 89.0)

Grade 12: Ronald Babb, Cody Brown, Samantha Cordova, Justin Frazier, Jesse 
Giberson

Grade 11: Destiny Bennett, Morgan Carapellatti, Lazaro DeJesus, Nicholai Dowdy, 
Alyssa Kelly, Katherine Lovell, Colin Moran, Daniel Nelligan, Kiya 
Porter

Grade 10: Jacob Carey, Brianna DeCarlo, Jakob Howard, Brianna Kirtz, Kody 
Rowland, Seth Sklar, Hope Tuttle

Grade 9: Breanna Brooks, Cydney Graves, Barrett Herbert, Maurya Porter

Grade 8: Evelyn Ballard, Deziray Deckman, Joshua Dowdy, Julia Fowler, Donald 
Harris, Christopher Hover, Megan Jozwiak, Caleb Lentz

Grade 7: Aaron George, Kyle Herbert, Keegan Rowland, Christopher Selph, Ethan 
Woolston

school teachers Juliann Fair and Theresa 
Pfeil; Principal Laurie Cuddy and BOCES 
Staff Specialist Mark Carls. The team unani-
mously determined it would review student, 
written work from all content areas. Our 
goal is a district-wide, collaborative effort 
spanning a year or more where we re-define 
our writing process, re-aligning writing tasks 
and create rubrics tied to the tasks as well 
as the Common Core Standards. Teachers 
were asked to provide the team with writing 
samples that demonstrated student works 
from the brainstorming process through to 

Assessments -- From Page 2

the final draft along with the scoring rubric. 
Information was then shared in our monthly 
Professional Learning Community meetings 

for all teachers to be active participants in 
this important process that we will continue 
throughout the school year.

Bobcats + Skating 
= Bobskating!

What do you get when 
you combine 44 Bobcat stu-
dents with some gently used 
roller skates?  Bobskating, 
of course!  Our elementary 
Bobcats and their families 
enjoyed a night of skating 
in our gym at the end of Oc-

tober.  Students 
skated their 
hearts out and 
enjoyed some 
s n a c k  a n d 
drinks. This 
m e m o r a b l e 
skating event 
was sponsored 
by the Hins-
d a l e  P T O , 
which plans on 
holding more 
s t u p e n d o u s 
skating events 
in the future!
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Reading Our 
Bobcat Hearts Out!

As the mercury dips into lower tem-
peratures this winter season, our fifth and 
sixth graders are heating up their brains by 
reading.  Our Bobcats are participating in 
the Book It! Program offered free of charge 
through Pizza Hut. Students are expected to 
read for at least 20 minutes each day, outside 
of school.  We are tracking each student’s 
progress towards their goal of 500 minutes 
per month.  During the first two months of 
the program, our 5th and 6th graders read an 
astounding 100,322 minutes! 

We will continue to Read Our Hearts 
Out through the end of March. Our ultimate 
goal for our students is to instill within them 
a passion for reading. We are striving to turn 
having to read, to wanting to read. Please 
continue to encourage your 5th & 6th grade 
Bobcat to cuddle up with a good book during 
this winter wonderland weather. 

Congratulations to the following Soccer All Stars: (shown left to right) front - Kiley 
Tuttle, Keyara Ramadhan, and Hope Tuttle; back - Colin Moran and Jesse Giberson.

AT RIGHT - The Bobcat Brick Bosses 
attended the annual Lego League 
competition at Houghton College on 
November 22, 2014. This year’s theme was 
FLL World Class: Learning Unleashed. 
The task this year was to develop a new 
way to teach somebody something. The 
Bobcat Brick Bosses chose a new way 
to teach somebody to save money on 
electricity. While the robot missions and 
project were challenging, we successfully 
earned the Bernice Pierson Lego League 
Spirit Award. The competition was full 
of food, laughter, food, dancing, food, 
excitement, and food. The eventful trip 
concluded its journey at McDonald’s, 
where there was more entertainment 
and food.

Bobcat Brick Bosses Bring it!

Soccer 
All-Stars

AT LEFT - Ms. Edwards’ and Mrs. 
Jedrosko’s fifth grade math class, led by 
Mr. Taub and Ms. Edwards, have started 
construction of a Zometool tetrahedron. 
Accepting the challenge, students will be 
building a stage 5 Sierpinski tetrahedron. 
Repeating levels or fractals will be used 
to create one colossal 3D triangle using 
1,024 of the original small tetrahedra. 
The final product, with all 8,194 parts, 
will stand about six feet tall and should 
be completed before Christmas. 

Tetrahedron
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Musician’s Corner
Several students from Hinsdale Central 

School were named to this year’s Area All-
State Festivals.  The Junior High School 
event was held at Hornell High School on 
November 7-8.  The Senior High School 
event was held at Southside High School in 
Elmira on November 21-22.

Congratulations to all of the honored 
musicians as this is not an easy accomplish-
ment!

Junior High Area All-State Concert Band 
Members Austen Darcy (French horn) 
and Courtney Veno (alto sax).

Junior High Area All-State Mixed Chorus 
Member Caleb Lentz (baritone).

2014 JH Area All-State Women’s Chorus 
Member Carly Keenan (alto).

Senior High Area All -State Women’s 
Chorus Member Enhui Przybyla 
(soprano). 

Senior High Area All-State Concert Band 
Members Zach Tingley (trombone) and 
Bayly Gobien (alto sax).

2014 Senior High Area All-State Mixed 
Chorus Members Katherine Lovell (alto) 
and Michael Chapman (bass).

SBU Field Trip -- From Page 1

A full and happy crew made its way 
back to Hinsdale having experienced the 
culture of several different countries in our 
own backyard.  The field trip was made pos-
sible in part through a grant from the Quick 
Center for the Arts, and we extend our thanks 
to Mr. Lungershausen for chaperoning!   -- 
Señora Edwards  

Bookworm Buddies to 
Meet Jan. 14 & 28

Bookworm Buddies has gone to the 
dogs . . .with reading. Therapy dogs Bree, 
Daisy, and Rufus have attended our reading 
dates and listened to awesome stories that 
they felt were wonderfully happy, sometimes 
sad, and even adventurous. The dogs went 
away with smiles on their faces just like 
the children and adults who had attended. 
Families are encouraged to attend with their 
children from 3-4 p.m. The requirement . . . 
simply bring a book, relax, and enjoy your 
time reading with an animal.  
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Easter Chocolate Sale . . .
The Student Council will again be of-

fering Niagara Easter Chocolate for sale 
during January.  All students grades 7-12 
will be able to sell the candy.  If a student 
sells more than $20 worth of product will be 
able to attend the BOBCAT Blast for free.

A Change in Attendance Re-
ward Program . . .
Student Council had changed the At-
tendance Rewards program for students 
that haven’t missed a minute of class for 
the quarter.  Any student who has perfect 
attendance will be rewarded with $5 BOB-
CAT bucks that are redeemable for school 
dances, prom, yearbook or student class 
account.  The 13 first quarter BOBCAT 
buck winners were: Brianna Brooks, Lu-
cas Collett, Collin Hillman, Jacob Carey, 
Taylor Collley, Brianna DeCarlo, Jullie 
Deckman, Lillian Easterly, Alecsy Howell, 
Nicole Hughes, Kody Rowland, Cody 
Brown and Dalton Slocum.  To redeem 
BOBCAT Bucks  the students need to see 
Mrs. Winicki in Room 56.

Speaking of Yearbooks . . .
Yearbooks will be on sale for the low cost 
of $55 until February 13. See Mrs. Win-
icki in Room 56 to purchase the yearbook.  
The price for the yearbooks will go up to 
$75 after February 13.

Hope you enjoyed this page from the 1953 HCS yearbook.  The Hinsdale Alumni 
Association officers are continually striving to make Reunion 2015, to be held July 
11, “one for the books!”  Highlights will include a chicken BBQ prepared and served 
by the Sons of the Legion, a continuous Powerpoint presentation of HCS memories 
and other major additions still in the planning stages.  Details will be forthcoming, 
as will invitations in late spring.  Please make sure the Hinsdale Alumni Association 
has your mailing address (please email to: hinsdalecentralalumni@gmail.com) and save 
the date July 11 for Reunion 2015 at the Hinsdale American Legion.

Financial Aid Workshop
St. Bonaventure University and Jamestown Community College are co-sponsoring a College Financial Aid Workshop on Mon-

day, January 5, 2015 at 6:30 p.m. in the Doyle Hall Dining Room on the SBU campus.  The workshop is open to the public and 
is a valuable tool for students and their families.  General financial aid topics will be discussed as well as a review of the 2015-16 
Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).  Refreshments will be served.  Questions may be directed to the Financial Aid 
Office at either SBU (716-375-2528) or JCC (716-376-7512).

HCS Alumni Association “Blast from the Past!”
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A New 
Bobcat 

in 
Town

Thanks to a generous donation from our growing hinsdale PTO -- as well as support from our district administration and Board 
of Education -- there is A NEW BOBCAT IN TOWN!  A brand new Bobcat Mascot has been seen prowling around campus and we 
anticipate seeing our newest Bobcat at upcoming sporting events and assemblies.  A special thank you to our Hinsdale Community 
for supporting our PTO through fundraising efforts, so we can continue to contribute to our “Bobtastic” school environment.

The Hinsdale Ski and Snowboard Club has returned to HCS.  Club 
members are now traveling to Holiday Valley on Thursday nights.

Let it snow! This year marks the return of the 
Ski Club to Hinsdale. This year students will 
travel to Holiday Valley on Thursday nights.  
The club plans to start on December 4th.  
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