
Studying Science 
in Grades 5/6

This past fall has been full of many 
exciting activities for the students in grades 
five and six.  Sixth graders completed their 
studies in rocketry.  First, students worked 
on concepts of flight and constructing 
models.  Next, they learned how to measure 
tall objects outdoors using a clinometer fol-
lowed by a math lesson on using a tangent 
table to calculate the heights of such tall 
things.  Using that experience, they were 
then able to calculate the height of their own 
rockets after launching. Everyone, including 
our superintendent, Mr. Ljungberg, was suc-
cessful in launching. It was a great learning 
experience for all!

In early November, the fifth and sixth 
grade students went on an all day field trip 
to the Challenger Center in Allegany.  The 
sixth graders started their day with the Great 
Rocket Challenge where they designed and 
built rockets and launched them in the park-
ing lot (see photo at upper right).  At the 
same time, the fifth graders started out with 
the mission.  Commander Fred and his crew 
organized these students into two groups.  
One group started in the spacecraft simulator 
(see photo at bottom right) while the other 
group was in mission control (see photo on 
page 4).  The purpose of the mission was 
explained.  One of the objectives of the 
Challenger mission in 1986 was to send a 
probe to Comet Halley in an effort to gather 
information about the gases in the coma and 
the tail.  To simulate this mission, students 

Continued on Page 4
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2014–2015 BUDGET DEVELOPMENT CALENDAR

November 13, 2013

Review Preliminary Staffing Budgets

December 18, 2013

Preliminary 2014-2015 budget projections 

January 8, 2014

Budget Reports to Board:
• Operations and Maintenance (including salaries)
• Transportation (including salaries)
• General Support (including salaries)
• Debt Service

February 12, 2014

Budget Reports to Board:
• Revenues (including tax cap calculation)

March 12, 2014

Budget Reports to Board (03/12/14):
• Instructional

a) Salaries
b) Supplies/Textbooks/Equipment
c) Athletics

• Final BOCES Projections

April 9, 2013

Completed Budget to Board (04/09/14):
• Section-By-Section Review of Tentative Budget

a) Expenditures and Revenues 
b) Review of Potential tax rates
c) Adopt 2014-2015 Budget

May 13, 2014 Budget Hearing 
7 pm Upper Gym

May 20, 2014 Public Vote/Election
Noon until 8 pm Lower Gym Lobby

May 28, 2013 Board of Education Meeting-Accept results of Public 
Vote/Election

2014-2015 Budget Development Calendar

From the Superintendent . . .
Update on HCS Strategic Plan and Connect 4

Hinsdale Strategic Plan

As I write this, the development of our Strategic Plan has 
reached a major turning point in productivity.  We have 
identified critical issues, completed an internal analysis of 
our strengths and weaknesses, and performed an external 
analysis for opportunities and threats.  We have also finished 
a data review (implementation of student, staff and commu-
nity surveys) and identified all sources of research for each 
of our five focus areas (academic high performance, fiscal 
stewardship, student engagement, community engagement 
and risk safety/management).  We are now transitioning into 
identifying strategic intents (goals), strategies and action 
plans for each of our five focus areas.

In addition, we will be setting up “Student Cafes” in Janu-
ary and early February, in order to make sure their voices are 
heard.  Our goal is to complete the entire process, culminat-
ing with a Board of Education presentation on March 12, 
2014 at 7:00 p.m. As we progress, many, many fingerprints 
have touched the strategic plan and been involved in this 
most important endeavor. 

Leadership Cattaraugus

On Tuesday, March 10, 2013, the “Connect 4” superinten-
dents -- Colleen Taggerty (Olean), Karen Geelan (Allegany-
Limestone), Thomas Simon (Portville) and myself -- met and 
participated in Leadership Cattaraugus, a seminar consist-
ing of area business and education officials.  The seminar 
focused on creative initiatives happening within our local 
educational institutions.  At this meeting, we also discussed 
the philosophy and initial development of the “Connect 4” 
initiative. As part of this conversation, all four superinten-
dents agreed to share our strategic plans with each other and 
identify at least one strategic plan goal per area that aligned 
with the concepts put forth by “Connect 4.”

Connect 4 Steering Committee

The “Connect 4” Steering Committee will meet on Mon-
day, January 13, 2014 at the Allegany-Limestone Middle/
High School, Room 42 at 6:30 p.m. In attendance will be the 
superintendents as well as representative board of education 
members and teacher union officials. Our goal for this meet-
ing will be to look at our foundational goals and progress to 
date and make sure all constituents are on the same page as 
we go forward together.

Have a great Holiday!

Larry Ljungberg

AMERICAN LEGION POPPY POSTER WINNERS Stephanie 
Wick, Alyssa Boon, and Nicholai Dowdy are shown at the local 
American Legion on Saturday, December 7.  The students 
received awards from NYS Senator Cathy Young for their 
posters, which made it through the state competition and are 
now advancing to the nationals.  Missing: Jon Cledgett.

Poppy Poster 
Winners
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HCS Students Participate in Dream It Do It

Seven HCS students recently partici-
pated in the annual “Dream It. Do It. 500” on 
the campus of St. Bonaventure University.  
The experience was co-sponsored by Dream 
It. Do It. WNY and the Students in Free 
Enterprise (SIFE) team from SBU.  HCS 
senior Casey Hale, juniors Zach Wilber and 
Dereke Winsor, sophomores Kiya Porter, 
Katie Lovell, and Daniel Nelligan, and 
eighth grader Kristin Chapman formed two 
teams to compete against teams from nine 
other area schools.  The students gave up a 
free Saturday to be on campus around 8:30 
a.m.  Gathering in the Butler Gymnasium, 
the youngsters were given a budget of $100 
and about two hours to brainstorm a design, 
“buy” materials from the Bona student-led 
SIFE team, and construct a rubber band 
powered car.

At the end of the building period, all 
22 teams gathered at one end of the gym 
to watch and participate in the racing seg-
ment.  This was not a timed race, but rather 
a race about power.  Each team completed 
three trials and each trial was scored based 
upon how far their car traveled using only 
a rubber band for power.  To add another 
wrinkle to the equation, the teams could opt 
to add weights to their car and thereby earn 
more points based on both the weight and 
distance.  Teams were also allowed to use a 

different amount of weight for each of the 
three heats.  Once the racing segment was 
completed, each team then spent 30 minutes 
developing a marketing strategy for their car.  
The teams then presented their strategy to 
a panel of SBU students and faculty.  This 
marketing strategy score was then factored 
into their race score to give the teams a final 
aggregate ranking.

The top three finishers received prizes 
ranging from Android tablets for each 
member of the winning team to gift certifi-
cates from local merchants.  Although our 
students did not place in the top three, they 
outpaced many of the other schools.  More 
importantly, they all received the experi-
ence of working together as a team to take 
a product from concept to working model.  
They all left with the feeling of wanting to 
come back to try again.

Spelling Bee for Grades 5-8 Slated for Jan. 10
Once again the school halls for grades 5-8 have been buzzing with students prepar-
ing for their classroom spelling bee. The top three classroom winners for grades 6-8 
will compete on January 10, 2014 for the top school speller. This individual will 
then compete in a written competition with other local schools. The Buffalo News 
is once again sponsoring the spelling bee for our region. Something new this year . . 
. not only will the students need to know their vocabulary words, but they will also 
need to know the definitions.
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were given jobs that included communica-
tion, data, navigation, medical, remote, life 
support, isolation and the probe.  Half way 
through the mission, the crews changed.  
This enabled all students to experience what 
it is like to be in Mission Control and the 
shuttle itself.  In the afternoon, the fifth and 
sixth grades switched allowing everyone to 
design rockets and participate in the mission 
in “space.”

Finally, in early December, both fifth 
and sixth graders got to experience the Star 
Lab portable planetarium available through 
Cattaraugus-Allegany BOCES.  Its inflatable 
dome accommodates up to 30 students or 20 

Science News -- From Page 1

adults.  Inside the dome, a projector shows 
the night sky devoid of any light pollution 
and takes us on a journey from the South 
Pole to the Equator to the North Pole.  To 
prepare for their trip inside the inflatable 
planetarium, the classes made star cards, 
drew maps of the northern and southern 
skies in the winter, and learned Native 
American and Greek myths that pertained to 
some of the major constellations they would 
see in the dome.  Their next challenge is to 
take what they learned in the classroom and 
the Star Lab and see what constellations they 
can find in the night sky.

Bobcat Rocketeers
HCS fifth and sixth graders flexed 

their mental muscles with the Rocket 
Challenge at the Challenger Center in 
November (shown in photos ABOVE 
and AT LEFT).  Students were divided 
into teams and worked together to build 
a rocket using everyday materials such 
as copy paper, tape, and play dough.  To 
enhance the challenge, students also had 
to adhere to a budget to buy necessary ma-
terials.  After they brainstormed ideas and 
built their rockets, it was launch time us-
ing an air compressor as rocket fuel.  Most 
launches were very successful, but a few 
“crashed and burned.”  Most importantly, 
students had an amazing time learning.
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HINSDALE CENTRAL SCHOOL HONOR ROLL 7-12
FIRST MARKING PERIOD

HIGH HONOR ROLL (94.1 AND ABOVE)

Grade 10: Bayly Gobien, Daniel Macomber

Grade 8: Kristin Chapman, Courtney Veno

HONOR ROLL (89.1 – 94.0)

Grade 12: Gordon Carpenter, Blake Geiger, Melissa Harris, Christa Mascho, Ashlee 
Putt, Paige Tingley

Grade 11: Cody Brown, Ryanne Cousins, Savannah Evans, Danielle Johnson, Dalton 
Slocum

Grade 10: Christopher Ogden

Grade 9: Jacob Carey, Angel Caros, Olivia Cashimere, Michael Chapman, Lillian 
Easterly, Alecsy Howell

Grade 8: Austen Darcy, Carly Keenan, Kyleigh Nolder

Grade 7: Gabriel Kellogg, Lydia Pompa, Spencer Sklar, Erica Taylor

MERIT ROLL (84.1 – 89.0)

Grade 12: Kelly Cory, Tyler Howard, Kaleb Jozwiak, Elise Matthews, Brandon 
Rowland, Brian Tagliavento, Michael Williams

Grade 11: Samantha Cordova, Jesse Giberson, Thomas Jackson, Kaitlyn Karnuth, 
Bayli Pascucci, En Hui Przybyla, Jacob Wesolowski, Dereke Winsor

Grade 10: Morgan Carapellatti, Robert Cousins, Nicholai Dowdy, Justin Huber, 
Colin Moran,  Daniel Nelligan, Kiya Porter, Keyara Ramadhan

Grade 9: Brianna DeCarlo, Katie Harris, Jakob Howard, Nicole Hughes, Kaleb
Kastler, Katryna Krzyzanowski, Amber McGonigle, Seth Sklar, Hope
Tuttle, Kalynne Whitehead

Grade 8: Mika Best, Justin Blehar, Breanna Brooks, Lukas Collett, Mackenzie 
Holcomb, Jordan Hurlburt, Maurya Porter, Sara Simpson

Grade 7: Savana Carapellatti, Cameron Carey, Joshua Dowdy, Caleb Lentz, Jordan 
Sands, Kiley Tuttle

First Marking Period Honor Roll for Grades 7-12

Outstanding CTE Students 
Named for First Quarter
The Cattaraugus-Allegany BOCES 
Career and Technical Education Center at 
Olean has named the following Hinsdale 
Central School students as Outstanding 
Students for the first quarter: Junior 
Savannah Evans - Medical Professions 
(SHOWN ABOVE) and Senior Gordon 
Carpenter - Welding/Metal Fabrication 
(SHOWN BELOW).  NOT PICTURED: 
Senior Melissa Harris - Culinary Arts.

Book Read & Discuss Groups Forming 
Mrs. Cashimere is inviting all students in grades 4-12 to attend her after school 
Book Read and Discuss groups. The groups will be similar to a book club. In 
December, they met as a group for the guidelines and chose the group books. In 
January, they will meet to discuss what they have read. For more information, 
please contact Mrs. Cashimere at 716-557-2227, extension 251, or email her at 
kcashimere@hinsdale.wnyric.org
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Board of Education Briefs - September & October 2013
Minutes

 � Approved minutes of Business 
Meeting of September 25, Workshop/
Business Meeting of August 14, and 
Workshop Meeting of October 9.

Financial

 � Approved Warrants for A-Fund  
 � Approved Warrants for C-Fund 
 � Approved Warrants for F-Fund 
 � Approved Budget Status
 � Approved Treasurer’s Reports 

for August and September
 � Approved Extra Classroom 

Activity Fund 
 � 2014-2015 Budget Development 

Calendar presented
 � Accepted the June 30, 2013 

financial statements as presented by 
Randy Shedpard of theBonadio Group

 � Approved Warrant #21 & #28 for 
the John Ames, Claims Auditor

 � Approved Chorus Club as an 
extracurricular club

Personnel

 � Accepted resignation of Angel 
Cummings, Food Service Helper

 � Approved Robert Dahar as Ex-
ercise Room attendant for 2013-2014 
school year

 � Approved Sarah Ciepiela, Robyn 
McKelvey, and Brian Quinn as a part 
time bus monitors effective 9/3/13

 � Approved FMLA leave for Kath-
ryn Gould from 9/6/13-9/20/13

 � Approved Jamie Fowler as sub-
stitute nurse for 2013-14 school year

 � Approved Tonya Moran as a 
substitute aide

 � Approved extending FMLA 
leave for Kathryn Gould through 
9/27/13

 � Approved Jeffrey Addison as a 
chaperone, scorekeeper and detention 
monitor

 � Terminated the employment of 
Heidi Jankowiak effective 10/3/13

 � Approved George L. Whitcher as 
a substitute teacher for the 2013-2014 
school year

 � Approved Joye Mott as Color 
Guard Had Coach and Angela Franz 
as Color Guard Assistant Coach

 � Accepted the resignation of 
James Zeigler, bus driver, effective 
10/18/13

 � Approved Brian Quinn as a sub-
stitute food service worker

 � Approved Tonya Moran as a 
teacher aide at $9.00 per hour.

 � Approved Rita Ball, Alexandra 
Freer, Devin Fitzgerald and Emily 
Buteyn as certified substitute teachers

 � Appointed Daniel Francis Jr. as 
bus driver

 � Approved Christopher Tuttle as a 
substitute bus monitor

Special Education

 � Approved the Committee on 
PreSchool Special Education meeting 
on 09/16/13

 � Approved the Committee on 
Special Education meetings on 
10/02/13 and 10/08/13

District

 � Approved the following items 
as excess: metal work bench, 33 pair 
cross country ski boots, 4 blackberry 
curve 8530 cellular phones and 6 Sam-
sung Convoy SCH-U640 cell phones.

 � Approved purchase of a 27” 
Kenmore laundry center for $600 from 
Edward Leoni

 � Approved the contract between 
County of Cattaraugus and Hinsdale 
Central School District for related 
services for Preschool Handicapped 
Children to begin 7/1/13 through 
6/30/14.

 � Approved the Spain, France & 
Italy trip through Allegany-Limestone 
School from 11/26/14 – 12/7/14

 � Approved ordering new Spanish 
textbooks

 � Approved the proposed trip to 
Boston on June 15-16, 2013

 � Approved the 2013-2014 Color 
Guard schedule as presented by Joye 
Mott

Superintendent

 � Opening week of school
 � APPR Status
 � Strategic Plan Update
 � New Teachers reception
 � Open House
 � Events of Homecoming
 � Congressional Science Fair 

Participants
 � Status of OASYS/APPR/ 

Evaluations
 � Athletic Booster Club
 � All-State Music Students

Calendar of events
Jan. 1-3 - NO SCHOOL – Winter Recess
Jan. 8 - Board of Education Workshop Meeting, 7 p.m.
Jan. 10 - Grades 6-8 Buffalo News Spelling Bee, 8:30 a.m.
Jan. 15 - PTO Meeting, 6:30 p.m.
Jan. 17 - Early Dismissal Grades PreK-12, 11 a.m.,
 Staff Development
Jan. 20 - NO SCHOOL – Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Jan. 21 - Early Dismissal Grades PreK-12, 1:50 p.m.,
 Staff Development

Jan. 22 - Board of Education Business Meeting, 7 p.m.
Jan. 27-30 - Regents Exams
Jan. 31 - Early Dismissal Grades PreK-12, 11 a.m. Rating Day
Feb. 7 - Blood Drive, 10:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Feb. 12 - Board of Education Workshop Meeting, 7 p.m.
Feb. 17-21 - NO SCHOOL – Winter Break
Feb. 19 - PTO Meeting, 6:30 p.m.
Feb. 26 - Board of Education Business Meeting, 7 p.m.
Feb. 27 - Science Fair
Feb. 28 - PTO Bingo for Books
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AT RIGHT - Mrs. Detweiler’s Food & 
Nutrttion class prepared a fabulous feast 
for Thanksgiving.

All-State Musicians Named
Congratulations to the following HCS musicians for being 
selected to perform in this year’s Zone 15 Area All-State 
Music Festivals!

The High School Area All-State Mixed Chorus and Concert 
Band will perform November 15-16 at Southside High School 
in Elmira.  Pictured AT LEFT (left to right) are: Katherine 
Lovell (alto), Alysa Boon (first chair, first clarinet), and Zach 
Tingley (second trombone).

The Junior High Area All-State Mixed Chorus will perform 
November 8-9 at Penn Yan Academy in Penn Yan.  Pictured 
BELOW (left to right) are: Olivia Cashimere (soprano), 
Michael Chapman (baritone), and Carly Keenan (alto).
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GUEST SPEAKER James Brand came into Miss Smith’s middle and high school health classes to discuss the dangers of destructive 
decisions.  Mr. Brand was in prison for two years following an accident he caused while driving drunk.  He explained the dangers 
of drinking and driving as well as the horrors faced by those going through the prison system in New York.  He took our students 
through his journey and hopefully helped them learn a life lesson without experiencing it themselves.  His purpose was to raise 
awareness of the dangers of drug and alcohol abuse, which has become a prominent issue in today’s world.  According to Miss 
Smith, “We are hopeful that his story has impacted our students and will help them to make smart decisions throughout their lives.”

Visitor Speaks on Proper 
Hygiene

Mrs. Bennett came to Hinsdale and 
spoke with many of our elementary classes 
about good hand-washing.  The students 
got “pretend germs” on their hands and 
learned the proper way to clean them off.  
The youngsters then checked their hands 
under a special glow light to see how well 
they were able to remove all the germs.  She 
always makes learning fun (AT RIGHT).

Mrs. Bennett also spoke to our fifth and 
sixth grade classes as a group about caring 
for their changing personal care needs as 
they mature.  The students talked about 
bathing/showering, hair care, deodorant 
use and other “growing up” hygiene needs 
(see INSET).

Speaker Shares Painful Life Lesson
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Reading Our 
Bobcat Hearts Out!

As the mercury dips into lower tem-
peratures this winter season, our fifth and 
sixth graders are heating up their brains by 
reading.  Our Bobcats are participating in 
the Book It! program offered free of charge 
through Pizza Hut.  Students 
are expected to read for 
at least 20 minutes 
each day, outside 
of school.  We are 
tracking each stu-
dent’s progress 
towards their goal 
of 500 minutes per 
month.  During the 

first two months of the program, our fifth and 
sixth graders read an astounding 100,322 
minutes!

We will continue to Read Our Hearts 
Out through the end of March.  Our ultimate 
goal for our students is to instill within them 
a passion for reading.  We are striving to turn 
having to read, to wanting to read.  Please 
continue to encourage your fifth and sixth 
grade Bobcat to cuddle up with a good book 
during this winter wonderland weather.

Breakfast 
With Santa
AT LEFT - The HCS PTO sponsored 
a “Breakfast with Santa” outing at 
Applebee’s in Allegany on Sunday, 
December 8.
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Ugly Christmas Sweaters

ABOVE - The Yearbook sponsored an “Ugly 
Christmas Sweater Dance” for grades 5-6 
and 7-12.  A big thank you to Mr Bauer, Miss 
Edwards and Mrs. Jedrosko for making the 
5-6 dance so much fun.  A total of 32 students 
attended the second dance with many dressing 
up for the event.  “Ugly Sweater” winners 
were: (L-R) Destiny Bennett, Lydia Pompa, 
Toby Nelson and Katherine Lovell.  Allison 
Larrabee shows her prize ABOVE RIGHT.

AT BOTTOM RIGHT - Ashley Giberson, 
Savannah Evans, Zachary Wilber, Jacob 
Wesolowski and Dalton Slocum volunteered 
to ring the bell for the Salvation Army on 
Saturday, December 7.  The teens rang the 
bell at Walmart in Olean for four hours in the 
cold December weather.

Ringing in the Season . . .


